The separation of the antibody and antigen components of immune complexes formed during normal human pregnancy.
By the manipulation of the fractionation conditions of a series of protein A affinity columns it was possible to separate the antibody and antigen components of the immune complexes formed in the serum during normal human pregnancy. The two components were partially characterised in order to determine that they were separate biological entities. The IgG immunoglobulin component possessed antibody activity directed against the outer layer of the placenta, the syncytiotrophoblast. The antigen component was of apparent syncytiotrophoblast origin and consisted of a protein with two major polypeptides of Mr 63 kDaltons and 31 kDaltons.